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Overview

Academic Libraries Overview

Welcome to the IPEDS Academic Libraries (AL) survey component. The purpose of the AL component of IPEDS 
is to collect information on library collections, library expenses, and library services for libraries in degree-granting 
postsecondary institutions.

Recent changes

There are no changes to the 2018-19 Academic Libraries component from the 2017-18 collection. Visit the 
Academic Libraries Resource page for additional reporting resources.

Data Reporting Reminders

Report all data for fiscal year (FY) 2018. Fiscal Year 2018 is defined as the most recent 12-month period that 
ends before October 1, 2018, that corresponds to the institution’s fiscal year.

Coverage

Include data for the main or central academic library and all branch and independent libraries that were open all or 
part of the Fiscal Year 2018. Branch and independent libraries are defined as auxiliary library service outlets with 
quarters separate from the central library that houses the basic collection. The central library administers the 
branches. Libraries on branch campuses that have separate IPEDS unit identification numbers are reported as 
separate libraries.

Resources

To download the survey materials for this component: Survey Materials

To access your prior year data submission for this component: Reported Data

For more information about the previous survey: Academic Libraries Survey

If you have questions about completing this survey, please contact the IPEDS Help Desk at 1-877-225-2568 .
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Library Collections/Circulation and Interlibrary Loan Services

Section I: 
For all degree-granting institutions 

with library expenses >0 and/or access to a library collection

NOTE - This section of the survey collec ts data on selected types of material. It does not cover all materials. 
Report the total number of each category held at the END of Fiscal Year 2018. 

Library Collections

Physical Digital/ Electronic Total

Prior Year
Amount

Prior Year
Amount

 Books 2,050,854  1,961,637 953,740  1,061,443

Databases 60  56

Media 433,139  412,794 58,149  39,226

Serials 87,432  77,800 94,920  99,868

Total  2,571,425  2,452,231  1,106,869  1,200,593  3,678,294

Library Circulation 69,011  82,041 773,142  2,475,133  842,153

Does your institution have Interlibrary Loan Services ?

No                                                                                                                                                                          

Yes                                                                                                                                                                          

Interlibrary Loan Services Number Prior Year Amount

Total interlibrary loans and documents provided to other libraries 38,636  43,618

Total interlibrary loans and documents received 35,458  38,250

You may use the space below to provide context for the data you've reported above.This context box will 

not be posted on the College Navigator Website.
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Academic Libraries 

University of Missouri-Columbia (178396)

Source Description Severity Resolved Options

Screen: Collections/Circulation and Interlibrary Loan Services

Screen 
Entry

The number entered (58,149) is outside the expected range of between 
27,459 and 50,993 compared to the prior year value. Please correct your data 
or explain. (Error #15015)

Explanation Yes

Reason: The Law Library was able to negotiate better electronic packages with more titles than previous years, which increased 
the digital media titles available to patrons.

Screen 
Entry

The number entered (773,142) is outside the expected range of between 
1,732,594 and 3,217,672 compared to the prior year value. Please correct 
your data or explain. (Error #15015)

Explanation Yes

Reason: The method for counting was changed to exclude initial library circulation of full-text serials, as requested by ACRL.

Screen: Expenses

Screen 
Entry

The calculated value (1,060,180) is outside the expected range of between 
1,642,249 and 3,410,823 compared to the prior year value. Please correct 
your data or explain. (Error #15027)

Explanation Yes

Reason: The operations and maintenance expenses budget covered $1.4M of the total $1.7M in budget cuts.
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